This is the thirty-sixth issue of the Statistical Year
Book for the year 2008. The Book is issued annu-
ally by the Ministry of National Economy in view
of the increasing importance of the statistical data,
Alongside gradual transformation of the interna-
tional community to information-based society, and
the increased reliance of decision makers and plan-
ners on the available statistical data for studying and
analyzing options before to formulation of policies,
strategies and taking appropriate decisions

The Ministry is continuing its efforts to update and
develop the contents of the book and its presentation
style, aiming to cover all the economic and social
activities in order to provide all the required
statistical data which is necessary for both the public
and private sectors, the establishments, individuals
and groups of researchers, scholars and others.

The data contained in this book has been collected
from the ministries, government units, and the
private and public sector establishments in addition
to the results obtained from the statistical surveys
carried out by the Directorate General of Economic
Statistics and the Directorate General of Social
Statistics during the past period.

As you may know, the Statistical Yearbook is
available on line on our website at (www.mone.
gov.om) and it is also available on CD-ROM, to
facilitate data provision to the concerned.

In the end, we pray to Almighty God to guide our
steps and grant success to our efforts to serve our
beloved Oman, under the wise leadership, prudent
and brilliant instructions of His Majesty, Sultan
Qaboos bin Said, Sultan of Oman.

Alfadhel Mohammed Alharthy

Undersecretary for Development Affairs
Ministry of National Economy
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