General Information

GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

Location:-

The Sultanate of Oman occupies the South-
Eastern corner of the Arabian Peninsula and is

located between Latitudes 16° 40 and 26" 20
North and Longitudes 51° 50 and 59" 40

East. It has a coastal line extending almost
3165 kms., from the Strait of Hormuz in the
North to the borders of the Republic of
Yemen, overlooking three seas; the Arabian
Gulf, Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.

The Sultanate is bordered to Western South by
the Republic of Yemen and the West by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and by the UAE to
the North and West.

Area :

The total area of the Sultanate of Oman is
309.5 thousand sq. kms., and it is the Third
largest country in the Arabian Peninsula.

Topography :

The Sultanate is composed of varying
topographic areas consisting of plains, wadis
and mountains. The most important area is
the plain overlooking the Gulf of Oman and
the Arabian Sea with an area of about 3% of
the total. The mountain ranges occupy about
15% of the total, the most important of which
are 'Al Hajr', extending in the form of an arch
from Ras Musandam in the North to Ras Al-
Had and Al Qara' in the South Western corner
of Oman. The remaining area is mainly sand
and desert which includes part of Ar Rub Al-
Khali occupying about 82% of the total area.
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Climate :

The climate differs from one area to another, it
is hot and humid in the coastal areas in
summer, hot and dry in the interior with the
exception of higher mountains, which enjoy a
moderate climate throughout the year. The
climate of the Dhofar Region is also moderate.
Generally, the Sultanate has little and irregular
rains. though heavy rains fall at times with the
exception of Dhofar Region where heavy and
regular rains fall between June and October
because of monsoons.

Administrative Regions :

As per Royal Decree No. 6/91 sanctioning the
administrative regions of Oman issued on
Rajab 17, 1411 A.H. the correspondence of
February 3, 1991, as amended. The Sultanate
is divided into Nine main Administrative
regions. These are :-

I : Muscat Governorate :

The Governorate consists of Six Wilayats :
Muscat, Mutrah, Bawshar, As Seeb, Al Amrat
and Qurayyat.

Main Towns

1-Muscat

This is the capital of the Sultanate and hous of
Governorate and headquarters of the State's
administrative apparatus of the State, where
Al-Alaam Palace is located and a few of the
Government Offices. It is an old city and
enjoys a strategic location. Muscat is full of
historical monuments. The most famous are:
Al-Jalali and Al-Mirani Forts.

2- Mutrah
A historical and busy trade centre, and
includes Mina Sultan Qaboos, the main

commercial port in the Sultanate.
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3- Bawshar

This is a new town where various Government
Offices and other organizations are located. It
has the largest sports complex and the Royal
Hospital, the biggest hospital in the Sultanate.

4- As Seeb

As Seeb is an ancient town with a number of
farms and is a summer resort. As Seeb
International Airport is located here.

IT : Al Batinah Region :

The Region consists of Twelve Wilayats :
Sohar, Ar Rustaq, Shinas, Liwa, Saham, Al
Khaburah, As Suwayq, Nakhal, Wadi Al
Maawil, Al Awabi, Al Musanaah and Barka.
Al Batinah region is divided into two main
areas.

1- The coastal plain occupies the frontier with
the United Ararb Emirates for a distance of
270 kilometres South East of Muscat
Governorate. It is situated between the coast
and the Al Hajar Al Gharby mountain range.

2- The Al Hajar Al Gharby mountain range
runs parallel to the coast from the United Arab
Emirates in the North to the Wadi Al Maawil
in the South. The highest peaks, up to 3075
metres, lie to the South East at Jabal Al
Akhdar.  The principal activities of the
population in the area are agriculture and
fisheries and is one of the most densely
populated areas of the Sultanate.

Main Towns

1- Sohar

Sohar is the Regional Center of the North Part
of Al Batinah Region, and it is a well
developed town with activities such as
construction, industry, trade and agriculture.
It is also famous for copper mining. Al-
Shamma Fort repersents one of its famous
historical inheritance.
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2- Ar Rustaq

Ar Rustaq is the Regional Center of the South
Part of Al Batinah Region, and it is
surrounded by Al Hajar Al Gharby mountain
range from three directions and is at a distance
of around 160 kms. from Muscat. It is
famous for its historical buildings such as Al
Hazm and Ar Rustaq Castles, besides Ain Al-
Kasfa with its hot mineral springs and dates
processing factory.

II1 : Musandam Governorate :

The Governorate consists of Four Wilayats :
Khasab, Bukha, Daba and Madha. This area is
located in the northern most part of the
Sultanate and is separated from the rest of
Oman by part of the United Ararb Emirates It
has rough mountains reaching a height of
1800 metres above sea level and which jut into
the Straits of Hormuz.

Main Towns

1- Khasab

This is the a regional centre of the Musandam
Governorate. It has taken its name from the
fertility of its soil and it has a port (Khasab
port). It is famous for its forts, the most
important of which are Khasab Fort and
Castle.

2- Bukha

The most prominent features of this town are
the port and the fishing Harbour. Its coasts are
famous for their black turtles and coral reefs

IV: Adh Dhahirah Region :

The Region consists of Three Wilyats : Ibri,
Yanqul and Dank. This region is a semi-desert
plain sloping from the Southern wings of Al
Hajr Al Gharby in the direction of Ar Rub Al-
Khali. It is separated from Al Dakhliyah
Region by Al Kur Mountain to the East, it
joins the Ar Rub Al Khali from the West and
Al Wusta Region from the South.
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Main Towns

1- Ibri

Is one of the regional center of the Adh
Dhahirah Region and it has a historical city
embracing a number of Castles, Forts and
Towers and is famous for its various falajs and
farms. It lies approximately 350 kms. from
Muscat.

V : Ad Dakhliyah Region :

The region consists of Eight Wilayats : Nizwa,
Samail, Bahla, Adam, Al Hamra, Manah, Izki
and Bid Bid. This is a central plateau running
from Jabel Al Akhdar in the north towards the
desert in the South. It is bordered on the
West by Adh Dhahirah and on the east by Ash
Sharqiyah. There are four main Valleys; Al-
Abyadh, Halfein, Bahla and Samail. Samail
and Al-Halfein together form a natural gap in
the Al-Hajar mountain range, providing a
traditional route between Muscat and the Ad
Dakhliyah Region.

Main Towns.

1-Nizwa

The regional center of the Ad Dakhliyah
Region, at a distance of 180 kms. from
Muscat. It is famous for its historical features,
the most important of which are the Nizwa
Fort and the Daris Falaj, the largest Falaj in
Oman. The Falaj provides irrigation facilities
for cultivation of dates, lime, mango,
sugarcane and others.

2-Bahla

Bahla is an old historical town at a distance of
210 kms. from Muscat and is famous for its
walls, castles and the Jabrin Fort in addition to
its reputation for handicraft industries such as
pottery

3-Samail

This lies around half way between Muscat and
Nizwa i.e. 85 kms. from Muscat and 75 kms.
from Nizwa. It is very famous for its date
farms and handloom cottage industires.
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VI. Ash Sharqiyah Region

The Region consists of the Eleven Wilayats :
Sur, Ibra, Bidiyah, Al Qabil, Al Mudaybi,
Dama Wa Taiyyin, Al Kamil Wa Al Wafi,
Jaalan Bani Bu Ali, Jaalan Bani Bu Hasan,
Wadi Bani Khalid and Masirah. This can be
divided into two areas.

1-The sandy plain penetrated by Wadis and
located at the inner part of the Eastern Hajar
mountain range. It is bordered by the Arabian
Sea to the South East and by Wahiba sand to
the South.

2-The Eastern Al Hajar mountain range is the
continuation of the main mountains of Oman
from Samail gap to Jebel Khamis in the East
at a distance of 200 kms. and is extending up
to the coast in the North. The highest
elevation is 2100m. The main island is
Masirah Islands.

Main Towns

1-Sur

Is One of the regional center of the Ash
Shargiyah region and it is an ancient town
famous for its ship building, and is well
known in the Indian Ocean since centuries.
The people of this town are sailors and some
of them are engaged in handicraft industries
(Boat Building) and agriculture. It has a
number of Falajs and Forts.

2-Tbra

The Second regional center of the region and
it is considered as the centre of the area and is
famous for agriculture and trade activities. It
i1s an ancient city with a number of forts and
old mosques and lies around 180 kms. from
Muscat.

VII. Al Wusta Region

The Region consists of Four Wilayats :
Hayma, Mahawt, Ad Dugm and Al Jazir. It is
characterized by its abundant oil and fisheries
resources, which constitute the major export
commodities of the Sultanate. Fishing and
animal husbandary are the main occupation of
its population. The region is also characterized
by its unique and special environment, in
particular The Arabian Oryx sanctuary with a
total area of 34 thousand sq. Km. and which
was registered in the International heritage
registery.
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Main Towns

1- Hayma

Is One of the regional center of the Al Wusta
Region and it is commercial centre which is
located on the highway connecting Muscat
with Salalah.

2- Wadi Say - Ad Dugm

The Second regional center of the region and
it is coastal town. Most of its population
depend on fisheries for living.

3- Haj - Muhut
It is the most populous town in the region,
and famous for fisheries.

VIII. Dhofar Governorate :

The Governorate consists of the Ten Wilayats:
Salalah, Thumrayt, Taqah, Mirbat, Sadah,
Rakhyut, Dalkut, Mugshin, Shalim Wa Juzor
Al Hallaniyat and Al Mazuna. This area
occupies nearly one third of the Sultanate's
total area and is one of the very few areas in
the Arabian Peninsula with a wide range of
topographic variations. It includes many
historical monuments and cities such as
Sumharam Port and the graves of Prophet
Ayoub and Hood. Its people are engaged in
agriculture activities and fishing.

Main Towns

1- Salalah

The Regional Center of the Governorate and it
is located at the Arabian Sea coast, where a
large number of farms especially with coconut
trees are found. It has a central administrative
office with Directorates and Departments of
all the ministries in Muscat in addition to
Salalah Civil Airport.
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2- Taqah

Taqgah is also located on the coast, East of
Salalah, at a distance of 45 kms. and is an old
historical city.

3- Raysut

This lies in the West of Salalah with Mina
Salalah the second largest port in the Sultanate
occupying a prominent location. Most of the
population is engaged in agriculture and
fishing and Raysut is famous for its dried
sardines.

IX : Al Buraimi Governorate

Al Buraimi Governorate consists of three
wilayats: Al Buraimi, Mahdhah and Al
Sinainah. Governorate of Al Buraimi which is
situated in the North West corner of the
Sultanate, adjacent to the borders with UAE.

Main Towns

1- Al Buraimi

is the regional center of the Governorate.
It has a number of historic forts and
houses. Its main forts are al Khandagq,
which has been adopted as the emblem of
the Wilayat, and Al Hillah Fort. Both these
forts have recently been restored by the
Ministry of National Heritage and Culture.
There are also several other forts, including
the forts of al Fayyadh, Hafeet and Wadi al
Jizzi. The most famous historic house in the
Wilayat is Bait Bahr. Buraimi's villages are
watered by 49 falajes. Much of the rest of
the Wilayat is sandy desert.
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